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the favour of Monseigneur, whose entire confidence
she possessed. Clermont was easily persuaded that
this would be for him a royal road to fortune, and he
accordingly entered willingly* into the scheme, which
had just begun to move, when the campaign com-
menced, and everybody went away to join the armies.
The King, who partly saw this intrigue, soon made
himself entirely master of it, by intercepting the letters
which passed between the various parties. He read
there the project of Clermont and La Choin to marry,
and thus govern Monseigneur; he saw how M. de
Luxembourg was the soul of this scheme, and the
marvels to himself he expected from it. The letters
Clermont had received from the Princes se de Conti he
now sent to Mademoiselle la Choin, and always spoke
to her of Monseigneur as their " fat friend." With
this correspondence in his hands, the King one day
sent for the Princesse de Conti, said in a severe tone
that he knew of her weakness for Clermont; and, to
prove to her how badly she had placed her affection,
showed her her own letters to Clermont, and letters in
which he had spoken most contemptuously of her to
La Choin. Then, as a cruel punishment, he made her
read aloud to him the whole of those letters. At this
she almost died, and threw herself, bathed in tears, at
the feet of the King, scarcely able to articulate. Then
came sobs, entreaty, despair, and rage, and cries
for justice and revenge. This was soon obtained.
Mademoiselle la Choin was driven away the next day;
and M. de Luxembourg had orders to strip Clermont
of his office, and send him to the most distant part of
the kingdom. The terror of M. de Luxembourg and